A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
insufficient force; William attacked him on July i, 1690, when
the tide had fallen sufficiently for the river to be forded. A
detachment was sent round by the right flank to cross a bridge
up river and come on the rear of James's army, but William's
incompetence as a general was notorious to all Europe, and the
whole affair was bungled. Schomberg was shot in the back by
one of his own men in the course of the action, and William,
who had been grazed by a cannon-ball, could not get home on
the left. The royalist army got away with the loss of only one
gun and only 6 per cent, of its numbers, so that it was able to
prolong the war for many months. James, however, committed
the capital error of abandoning the effort. The capital was now
uncovered, and that political peril had the exaggerated military
effect it so often has in history. He thought that further resist-
ance would be impossible, and went back to France.
The reduction of the Irish armed resistance was slow and
piecemeal, in spite of the overwhelming superiority of the
enemy; a last stand was made in Limerick, and was so success-
fully maintained that Ginkel, the Dutch general in command,
concluded the famous Treaty of Limerick, because further
resistance might have imperilled William's cause. This treaty,
the date of which is October 1691, is an important landmark
.in the relations between the English and Irish peoples. The
garrison of Limerick consented to surrender on conditions, the
three best-known ones of which are that they should be allowed
to take service in France, that there should be a full amnesty,
and also that certain lands should be restored to their rightM
owners. But far the most important part of the treaty was the
solemn agreement that no oath should be tendered hence-
forward to Catholics in Ireland save the Oath of Allegiance—
in other words, that they were not to be penalized for their
religion by making an oath against it compulsory, and that
men should be free to practise the Catholic Faith under the
same conditions as they had been in the reign of Charles II.
This treaty was cynically broken by William's authorities—or,
rather, by the Parliament of which he was the servant. This
breaking of the Treaty of Limerick is as important as the con-
fiscation of Irish land in the story of the relations between the
two countries. The full fruits of that breach of treaty are yet
to be felt.
Battle of Cape La Hogue.   The last episode in the efforts
452

